An Assembly Towards a Union of South Asian Peoples
Programme
22-23 April, 2010
Jawaharlal Nehru University Auditorium
New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi

Day I - 22 April 2010

9:30 - 10:00 AM Registration

10:00 -11:00AM Inaugural Session
Welcome — Kamla Bhasin (India)
Towards a New South Asia
Chair: Kamla Bhasin (India)
Speakers:
India: Kuldeep Nayyar Nepal: Arjun Karki Pakistan: Igbal Haider

11:00 - 11:30 AM Tea

11:30 - 1:30 PM Session I - Climate Justice and Economic Cooperation: Impacts on
Livelihoods, the Discriminated and Human Rights
Chair: Mohammed Mahuruf
Brief presentations from 4 workshops: Feminism, Socialism & Ecology in
South Asia; Environmental Justice and Livelihood Rights; On Free Trade in
South Asia; Rivers, People and Climate Change in South Asia (5 minutes
each)
Speakers (10 minutes each):
Bangladesh: Reza K. Chowdhury India: Praful Bidwai
Sri Lanka: Thilak Kariyawasam

1:30 - 2:30 PM Lunch

2:30-5:30 PM Session II - Politics of Hate, Terrorism and Militarism; Fighting Imperialism —
Building a Peoples’ Foreign Policy
Chair: Karamat Ali (Pakistan)
Brief presentations from 4 workshops: Terror-Strategy of Imperialism;
South Asian Human Rights Mechanism; Universal Social Security in South
Asia; Indo-Pakistan Fisherman’s Forum (5 minutes each)
Speakers (10 minutes each):
Bangladesh: Ratan Sarkar India: Babloo Loitongbam
Nepal: Subodh Pyakurel  Pakistan: Senator Dr. Abdul Malik
Sri Lanka: Shrial Lak Thilaka

5:30 - 6:00 PM Tea
6:00 — 8:00 PM Parliamentarian’s Forum
Chair: Anuradha Chenoy (India)
Nepal: Binda Pandey Pakistan: Haider Rizvi
Sri Lanka: Shrial Lak Thilaka India: D. Raja; Mani Shankar Aiyar;

Nilotpal Basu; D. P. Tripathi
8:00 —9:30 PM Delegates’ Dinner



Day 2 - 23 April 2010

9:30-11:30 AM

11:30 - 12:00 PM

12:00 —2:00 PM
2:00 -3:00 PM
3:00 - 5:00 PM

Session I1I - Building South Asian Unity through Federalism, Deepening
Democracy and the Freedom of Movement

Chair: Harun ur Rashid (Bangladesh)

Brief presentations from 4 workshops: Migration in South Asia;, Don’t
Trade Away Our Lives; Social Exclusion; Food Sovereignty in South Asia;
Meeting of South Asian Trade Unions (5 minutes each)

Speakers (10 minutes each):

Bangladesh: Harun ur Rashid India: Vrinda Grover

Nepal: Dinesh Tripathi Pakistan: Farooq Tariq

Tea

Session 1V
Review of Peoples SAARC Process so far and Conceptualization of a Peoples
Union of South Asia

Chair: Arjun Karki (Nepal)
Key Note Speaker: Babu Mathew
Lunch

Planning Meeting of the Regional Committee
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