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Hindu nationalism in the nineteenth-century sought to portray itself as a set of
arguments deriving inspiration from an interpretation of Hinduism as an
allembracing and tolerant faith. A highly dubious interpretation of Advaita,
informed largely by the writings of the Orientalists, was the foundation upon
which the Hindu ability to absorb and assimilate rested. Words such as
‘empathy’, “fellow-feeling’, "tolerance’ were part of the self-image of Hindu
nationalists. They did not see a contradiction in simultaneously using terms such
as demonic and alien when discussing Muslims and Islam. This early view
increasingly gave way to a highly fraught vocabulary where the Muslims were
likened to mythical rakshasas, asuras and daityas. For instance, in the early
years of the twentieth century, Savarkar uses these disparaging terms when he
speaks of the Muslims. The RSS incorporated this highly charged rhetoric and
saw Muslims as incomplete, uncultured and demonic. After independence and
the partition of India, ideologues such as Golwalkar argued that Muslims in India
were not nationalists. They were the enemy within. The challenge for the
Hindus, he argued, was to find ways to "digest’ the Muslims.
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