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In the context of world history, the 1947 partition of India into two new states was neither a 
sudden event nor without lasting consequences - politically, economically and socially. This is 
accepted wisdom for the Punjab and Bengal, ant to an extent "mainstream" India and Pakistan. 
However, the remotest frontiers too were affected by this event in no less measure, and indeed 
perhaps more than the so-called "mainstream" societies and civilizations. The talk will seek to 
provide a sketch of a fresh perspective from "the periphery" to the "centre" on the phenomenon of 
the new state creation in the context of the partition of 1947. 
 
SIDDIQ WAHID is Vice Chancellor, Islamic University of Science and Technology in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Prior to this he was the Maharaja Gulab Singh Chair Professor at the University of 
Jammu. He has taught at Harvard University in the Department of Inner Asian and Altaic Studies. 
His academic fields of interest are Political Philosophy and Central Asian History. 
 
Prof. Wahid is a director of the J&K Muslim Waqf Board, he serves on the Governing Board 
(Senate) of the National Institute of Technology at Srinagar, is a founding member of India 
Forum, a member of the Board of Directors of Panos India and a member of several other 
professional bodies. He is a political activist in the process of resolution of the Jammu and 
Kashmir probblem. He has written widely for anthologies on literature, politics and history and is 
the author of "Ladakh Between Earth and Sky". Among his current academic interest are 
contemporary Islam and a translation of the epic of "Kesar". He has lectured widely in Europe, the 
United States, Australia and India in his field of study and on the Jammu and Kashmir problem. 


